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PO% F A BILIE!S:

Whien thus, with panic thame poffefs’d;
An auditor his friends addre(3’d,

What are we ? minifterial tools.
We little k

At

ter fuolss

o
&5
€

*1'is our corruption- thin

For ev'ry grain we touch’d, at leaft
A thou

‘Then, for his kin, and fav’rite {pies,

d his own heaps increas’d.

A hundred hardly could {uffice.
Th Itry fheaking bribe,

‘We cheat ourfclves, and all the tribe
> H

, for a

For all the magazine cor

Grows from our annuoal teil and pains,
They vote th’ aceount fhall be infpeéted;

The cunning plund’rer is deteted :

The fraud is fentenc’d 3 and his hoard,

As due, to public ufe reftor’d.

FooAGB al

The BEAR in a Boal.

To a CoxcomB.

HAT man muft daily wifer grow,

Whofe fearch is bent himi{clf to know 3

Impartially he weighs his fc

And on firm reafon founds
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, fail, and o

Or never

ches from the fhore ;
:

Before he buil tes the coil,

s loft :

And in no proud pt

He learns the bounds of human fenfe,

And fafely walks within the fence.

Thus confcious of his own defeét,

Are pride and felf-importance check’d,
If then, fell-knowledge to purfue,

Direct our life in ev'ry view,

Of all the fools that pride can boaft,

A Coxcomb claims diftinétion moft.
Coxccmbs are of all ranks and kind:§

T

Or rich, or poor, or great, or fmall ;

And vanity befots *em all:

re not to fex or age confin’d,

By ignorance is pride increas’d 3
Thofe moft afflume who know the lealt ;
g

But ¢v’ry other finds ’em light.

Not that ail coxcombs follies (trike
And draw our ridicuale alike.
To diff*rent merits ‘each pretends,
This in love-vanity tranfcends;
That fmitten with his face and fhape,
By drefs diftinguilhes the ape:

T’othcr with learning'crams his fhelf,
Knows books, and all things but himfelf.
All thefe are fools of low condition,

Compar’d with coxcombs of ambition.
L2
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For thofe, puff’d up with flatt’ry, dare
Aflume a nation’s various care 3

They ne’er the grofeft praife miftruft,
Their fycophants feem hardly juft;

For thefe, in part alone, atteft

The flatt’ry their own thoughts fuggeft.
In this wide fphere a coxeomb’s fhown
In other realms befides his own 3

The felf-deem’d Machiavel at large

By turns controuls in ev'ry charge
Does commerce fuffer in her rights ?
"Tis he direts the naval flights.
What failor dares difpute his (kill ?
He’ll be an adm’ral when he will,
Now, meddling in the foldier’s trade,
Troops muft be hir’d, and levies made.
He gives ambaffadors their cue,

His cobbled treaties to renew 3

And annual taxes muft fuffice

The current blunders to difguife.
‘When his crude fchemes in air are loft
And millions fearce defray the coft,
His arrogance (nought undifmay’d)
Trufting in felf-fufficient aid,

On other rocks mifguides the realm,
And thinks a pilot at the helm.

He pe’er fufpeéts his want of (kill,
But blunders on from ill to ill ;

And, when he fails of all intent,
Blames only unforefeen event.

Left you miftake the application,

The fable calls me to relation.
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A Bear of fhagg and manners rough,
At climbing trees expert enough ;
For dextroufly, and fafe from harm,
Year after year he robb’d the fwarm.
Thus, thriving on induftrious toil,
He glory’d in his pilfer’d fpoil,

This trick fo fwell’d him with eonccit,
i#e Loo great.

He thought no enter
Alike in fciences and arts,

He boafted univerfal parts ;
Pragmatic, bufy, buftling, bold,

His arrogance was uncontroul’d 3
And thus he made his party good,
Aud grew dictator of the wood.

with admiration, ftare,
And think bim a prodigious Bear.
Were any common booty got,

*Iwas his each portion to allot:

For why, he found there might be picking,
Ev'n in the carving of a chicken,

The beafts

Iatr

Claim'd too the butcher’s larger fees.
And now his over-weening pride

In ev'ry provi
No tafk too dif

His blund

In ftratagem and fubtle arts,
He over-rules the fox’s parts.

It chanc’d, as, on a certain day,
Along the bank he took his way,
A boat, with rudder, fail, and oar,
hor floated near the fhore.
Ls
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ding thus, he by degrees

ce will prefide.
s found.
e mifleads the

S.

ound :
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opt, and turning te his train,

pertly vents his vaunting [train,

g puppies are ma

In ev'ry fcience always blind !

1 mock the
What

Trom me that helm fball condu& learn,

redantry of fchools.

their compafles and rules ?

And man his ignoerance difcern.

8o faying, with audacious pride,
He gains the boat, and climbs the fide.
The beaflts altonifh’d liné the {trand.
‘The anchor w
The fla
" 1

boat untri

s from landz

1'd, he dr
-k fail

{ts from fide to fic

im’d admits the tide. g
Borne down, adiift, at random toft,
His oar brea

s fhort,.the rudder’s loft. Ay |

z in his {kill

i 2
ere and there officions ftill 3

¢ on the dang’rous fands,
A-ground the fhatter’d veffel {tands.

To fce the bungler thus diftreft,
The very fithes fncer and jeft.

Ev'n gudgeons join in ridicule,

To mortify the meddling fool.
The clam’rous watermen appears
Tt

ireats, curfes, oaths, infult his ear:
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