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B E E S .

ot two days ſince ( ſays he) you how' d
The loweſt of my ng croud .

Proud fool, (replies the gooſc ) , ' tis true ,
Thy corna flutt ' ring levee drew ;
For that I join ' d the hungry train ,
And ſold thee flatt ' ry for thy grain.8
But then , as now, conceited ape,
We ſaw thee in thy proper ſhape .

B

ARI in oſfice.

J0 4 FERIENVD.

tell me that yon apprehend
My verſe may touchy folks offend-

In prudence too you think my rhimes
Should never ſquint at courtiers erimes ;
For thongh nor this , nor that is meant ,
Can we another ' s thoughts prevent !

Lou aſk me, If I ever knew

Court-chaplains thus the lawn purſue ?
Imeddle not with gown or lawn.
Poets, 1 grant , to riſe muſt fawn.

are over- nice ,They know great ea
And never ſhock t!
But Uthis hackney path deſpiſe :
Tis my an

beir patron ' s v

on not to riſe .
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If Imuſt proſtitute the muſe,
Tbe baſe conditions Lrefuſe .

Lneither flatter or defame ,
Vet own L would bring guilt to ſhame.

If I Corruption ' s hand expoſe ,
make corrupted men my foes.
What then ? Hhate the paltry tribe .

mine ; be theirs the bribe .
fJno man' s proper ty invad 2

Corruption ' 0 lawful trade .
Nor would it mi
Could 1 ſh
Iknow 't;
Were they ty ' d down to cheſe c

ty ills produce ,
brib ' ry out of uſe.

iticians ,d cramp moſt p⸗
onditions .

»Twould ſtint their power , their riches bound,
And make their p
Were they deny ' d t
How could they lead their Knaves and fools ?

rts ſeem leſs profound .
ir proper tools ,

„Were this the caſe, take a view, liner
What dreadful miichi

Though it migbt
Could private lux ' ry dine on plate ?

Kings might indeed their friends reward ,
But miniſters find leſs regard .

s would enſue .
dize the ſtate ,

Informers , ſycophants , and ſr
Would not augment the year ' s
Perbaps too, take away this prop ,
An annual job or two might drop .
Beſides, it penſions were deny' d,
Could Avarice ſupport its pride ?
It might ev' n miniſters confound ,

And yet the ſtate be ſafe and ſound .

plies .
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Lcare not though ' tis underſtood ;
Lonly mean my country ' s good :
And (let vho will my freedom blame )
Iwich all courtiers did the ſame.
Nay, though ſome folks the leſs might get,
Iviſh the n
Iput no p

tion of debt .

With public good in 015
Rather than have our laws defac ' d,
Td vote a m d

at vice, be' t whereit will ;
And what ir

Sre
at fools take it ill ?

1hope , corruption , brib ' ry, penſion,
One may with deteſtation mention :
Think you thelaw (let who will take it )

Canſcandalum magnatum make it ?
Ivent no ſlander , owe no grudge ,

Nor of another ' s conſcience judge :
At him or him Itake no aim,
Let dare againſt all vice declaim .
Shall Inot cenſure breach of truſt ,
Becauſe knaves know themſelves unjuſt ?
That ſteward whoſe account jis clear ,
Demands his honour may appear :
His actions never ſunn the light ;
He is, and would be prov ' d uprigbt .

But then you think my fable bears
Alluſion too to ſtate -affairs .

Igrant it does : And who' s ſo great ,
That has the privilege to cheat ?
Ik then in any future reign
Cor miniſters may thirſt for gain )
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Corrupted hands defraud the nation ;
I bar no reader ' s application .

An Ant there was, whoſe forward prate
Controul ' d all matters in debate ;

5 hether he knewethe thit
56

or 109
ly would

For he had impuddence at Win
And boaſted univerſal ſkill .
Ambition was his point in view.
Tbus by degrees to pow' r he grew.
Behold him now bis drift attain :
He' s made chief treas ' rer of the grain -

But as their ancient laws are juſt ,
And puniſn breach of public truſt ,
Tis order ' d, (leſt wrong Artieneion,
Should ſtarve that wiſe induſtrious nat
That all accounts be ſtated clear ,
Their ſtock , and x hat deftay ' d the year ;
That au
And public rapine thus be check ' d.

ors ſnall theſe inſpect ,

For this the ſolemn day was ſet.
The auditors in couneib met.
The gran ' ry - keeper muſt explain ,
And balance his acegunt of grain
He brought (ſince he could not refuſe em )
Some ſeraps of paper to amuſe em.

An honeſt piſmire , warm with Zeal,
In juſtice to the public weal,
Thus ſpoke. The nation ' s hoard is low.
From whence does this profuſion ο



know onr annual fund ' s ameunt .
Why ſuch expence ? and wherc' s th' aceount ?

With wonted arrogance and pride ,
The Ant in office thus reply ' d.

Conſider , Sirs, were ſecrets told ,
How could the beſt - ſchem' d Projects hold ?
Should we ſtate -myſteries diſcloſe ,
Twould lay us open to our foes.
My duty and my well - Known zeal
Bid me our preſent ſchemes conceal :
But, on my honour , all th' expence
( Though vaſt ) was for the ſwarm ' s defence .

They paſs ' d th' account , as fair and juſt ,
And voted him implicit truſt .

Nent year again the gran ' ry drain' d,
He thus his innocence maintain ' d.

Think how our preſent matters ſtand ,
What dangers threat from ev' ry hand ;
Wbat hoſts of turkeys ſtroll for food;
No farmer ' s wife but hath her brood .
Conſider , when invaſion ' snear ,
Intelligence muſt coſt us dear ;
And, in this tickliſh ſituation ,
A ſecret told betrays the nation .
But, on my honour , all th- expence
( Thoush vaſt ) was for the ſwarm ' s defence .

Again , without examination,
They thank ' d his ſage adminiſtration .

The year revolves . The treaſure ſpent ,
Again in ſecret ſervice went .
His honour too again was pledg ' d
Jo ſatisfy tle charge alledg ' d.

LVo I. II.
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When thus , with panic ſhame poſſeſs ' d, .
An auditor his fnea, eteld

or ev' ry in we touch ' d, at leaſt
A thouſaud bhisoon heaps increas ' d.
Then, for his kin, ite ſpies ,
A hundred h
Thus , for a paltry ſi
We

mnan, ourſelves , and all the tribe

15 could ſuffice.

8 bribe ,

For all the magazine contains ,
ins.ee . from our annual toil and

They vote th' account ſhall be inſpected;
* The cunning plund ' rer is detected :

The fraud is ſentenc ' d; and his hoard ,
As due, to public uſe reſtor ' d.

F A

Tbe BEAR in à Boat.

To Coxcous .

HAT man muſt daily wiſer grow, 0
Whoſe ſearch is bent himſelf to know :

Impartially he weighs his ſcope ,
1 1And on firm reaſon founds his hope ;
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