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P A B L B sy
Not two d fince (fays he) you bow’d

The loweft of my fawning croud.

Proud fool, (replies the gooft), ’tis true,
Thy corn a futt’ring levee drew ;
For that | join’d the hungry train,
And fold thee Aatt’ry for thy grain,
But then, as now, conceited ape,
We faw thee in thy proper fhape.

B A BILED BTV

ANT in offices

T9 ¢ FRIEND,

L70U tell me that you apprehend
My verfe may touchy folks offend

In prudence too you think my rhimes
Bhould neyer fquint. at courtiers crimes$
For though nor, this, nos that is meant,
Can we another’s thoughts prevent !

You afk me, If 1 ever knew
Cuurl»fl‘..:pi..ir s thus the lawn purfue?
I'meddle not with gown or lawn.
Poets, 1 grant, to rife mut fawn.

They know great; ears are over-nice,
And never fhock their p;tro-w’s vice.
But | this | kney path defpife:

§i e ;
Tis my ambition not to rife.
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If I muft proftitute the mufe,
‘The bafe conditions I refufe. iy me

I neither fatter or defame,
Yet own I would bring guilt to (kame.
If I Corrnption’s hand expofe, ihany
I make corrupted men my foes. 1
What then ? I hate the paltry tribe.
Be virtue mine; be theirs the bribe.

property invade :
Corrupticn’s yet no lawful trade.

I no man’s
Nor would it might s produce,
Could | fha

1 know 't

brib’ry out of ufe.

d cramp moft politicians,

Were they ty’d down to thefe conditions.
*Twould ftint their power, their riches bound,
And make their pi:’r; feem lefs profound.
Were they deny’d their proper tools,

How could they lead their knaves and fools ?

Were this the cafe, let’s take a view,
What dreadful miichicfs would enfue.
Though it might ize the ftate,
Could private lux’ry dine on plate?
Kings might indeed their friends reward,
But minifters find lefs regard.

Informers, fycophants, and {pi
Would not augment the year’s fi
Perbaps too, take away this prop,
An annual job or two might drop.
Befides, it penfions were deny’d,
Could Avarice fupport its pride ?

It might ev’n minifters confound,
And yet the (tate be fafe and found.
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I care not though ’tis under(tood ;

I only mean my country’s good :

And (let who wiil my freedom blame)

I with all conrtiers did the fame.

Nay, though {ome folks the lefs might get,

I wifh the nation out of debt.

I put no private man’s ambition |
With public good in competition : I

Rather than have our laws defac'd,

rike at vice, be't where it will}

And what ii great fools take it ill 2
ruption, brib’ry, penfion, i
h deteftation mention : Mﬁ
Think you the law (let who will take it) "
Can fean

I vent no flander, owe no grudge,

enatum make it ?

Nor of anothe:’s confcience judge : ”
At him or him I take no aim,
Yet dare againft all vice declaim.
Shall [ not cenfure breach of trut, i
Becaufe knaves know themfelves unjuft ?
That (teward whofe account is clear,
Demands his honour may appear :
His actions never fhan the light ;
He is, and would be prov’d upright.

But then you think my fable bears
Allufion too to Rtate-affairs.

I grant it does : And who’s fo great,
That has the privilege to cheat?
fthen in any future reign
(For minifters may thir(t for gain)
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Corrupted liands defraud the nation';

1 bar no reader’s application. Py

An Ant there was, whofe forward. prate
Controul’d all mattérs in debate ;

Whether he knew the thing or no,

| i\ His tongue eternally would go s

he had impudence at will,

And boafted univerfal {kill:

Ambition was his point in view,

Thus by degrees to ‘pow’r he grew.
Behold him now his drift attain @
He's made chief treas’rer of the grains
But as their ancient laws are juft,
And punifh breach of public truft,
*Tis order’d, (left z ‘applidation
Should ftarve that wife induftrious natian

wrong

That all accounts be:frated: cledr,
Their ftock, and what
That auditors fhall thefe infpedt;

And public rapine thus bé check’d.

defray’d'theyear ;

For this the folemn day was fet.
1'he auditors in council met.
The gran’ry-keeper muoft explain,
And balance his account of grain
He brought (fince he could not réfufé ‘em)
Some fcraps of paper to amnfe *ém,

An honeft pifmire, warm with' zzal,
In juftice to the public weal,
‘Thus fpoke.  The nation’s hoard is low:
From whence does this profufion: fow!?

BADISCHE

LANDESBIBLIOTHEK BadenWiirttemberg



BLB BADISCHE

EFALBIALSRES,

-
-
=

I know onr annual fund’s amount. i
Why fuch expence? and where’s th account ? ! "
With wonted arrogance and pride,
The Ant in office thus reply’d.
Confider, Sirs, were fecrets told,
How could the beft-fchem’d projects hold ? 1
Should we (tate-myf(teries difclofe,
"Twould lay us open to our foes. 4
My duty and my well-known zeal {
Bid me our prefent fchemes conceal :
But, on my honour, all th” expence
(Though vaft) was for the fwarm’s defence.
They pafs’d th’ account, as fair and juft,
And voted him implicit truft. "
Next year again the gran’sy drain’d,
He thus his innocence maintain’d. ""
Think how our prefent matters ftand, [,
What dangers threat from ev'ry hand;
What hofts of turkeys ftroll for foad ; i
No farmer’s wife but hath her brood. il
Confider, when invafion’s near,
Intelligence mult coft us dear;
And, in this ticklifh fituation,
A fecret told betrays the nation.
But, on my honour, all th’ expence
(Though vaft) was for the fwarm’s defence.
Again, without examination,
They thank’d his fage adminiftration.
The year revolves, The treafiire fpent,
Again in fecret fervice went.
His honour too again was pledg'd
To fatisfy the charge alledg’d.
VoL. 11 I
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Whien thus, with panic thame poffefs’d;
An auditor his friends addre(3’d,

What are we ? minifterial tools.
We little k

At

ter fuolss

o
&5
€

*1'is our corruption- thin

For ev'ry grain we touch’d, at leaft
A thou

‘Then, for his kin, and fav’rite {pies,

d his own heaps increas’d.

A hundred hardly could {uffice.
Th Itry fheaking bribe,

‘We cheat ourfclves, and all the tribe
> H

, for a

For all the magazine cor

Grows from our annuoal teil and pains,
They vote th’ aceount fhall be infpeéted;

The cunning plund’rer is deteted :

The fraud is fentenc’d 3 and his hoard,

As due, to public ufe reftor’d.

FooAGB al

The BEAR in a Boal.

To a CoxcomB.

HAT man muft daily wifer grow,

Whofe fearch is bent himi{clf to know 3

Impartially he weighs his fc

And on firm reafon founds
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