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XXVIIL

The PERS1AN, the SuN, and the CLOUD,

; S there a bard whom genius fires,
il Whofe ev'ry thought the God infpires ?
When Envy reads the nervous lines,
She frets, (he'rails, fhe raves, fhe pines;

Her hifling fnakes with venom fwell;
1
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She calls her venal train from hel

‘The fervile fiends her nod obey,

And all Curl’s authors are in pay.
Fame calls up calamny and fpite.
Thus thadow owes its birth to light

As proftrate to the God of day !
With heart devout a Perfian lay,
His invocation thus begun.
Parent of light, all-feeing Sun,
Prolific beam, whofe rays difpenfe
i The various gifts of Providence,
! Accept our praife, our daily prayer,
| Smile on our fields, and blefs the year.
i A Cloud, who mock’d his grateful tongue,
[ | f The day with fudden darknefs hung ;
| With pride and envy fwell'd, aloud
A voice thus thunder’d from the cloud.
Weak is this gawdy God of thine,
Whom I at will forbid to fhine
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Shall T nor vows, nor incenfe know?

Where praife is due, the praife beftow.
With fervent zeal the Perfian mov'd

Thus the proud calumny reprov'd.

]

It was that God, who clzims my prayet,
Who gave thee birth, and rais’d thee there,
When o’er his beams the veil is thrown,
Thy fubftance is but plainer thown.

A paffing gale, a puff of wind
Difpells thy thickeft troops combin’d.

The gale arofe ; the vapour toft
{The fport of winds) in‘air was loft ;

The glorious orb the day refines.
Thus Envy breaks, thus Merit fhines.
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The F 0 X af the point of deaths

A Fox, in life’s extreme decay,
Weak, fick, and faint, expiring lay ;

AIIarpctltc hath left his maw,

And age difarm’d his mumbling jaw.
His num’rous race around him ftand
To learn their dying fire’s command :
He rais’d his head with whining moan,
And thus was heard the feeble tone,
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