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The PHILOSOPHER and the PHEASANTS, |

r§YHE Sage, awak’d at carly day,
F Through the deep foreft took his way 3
Drawn by the mufic of the groves,
Along the winding gloom he roves 3
From tree to tree; the warbling throats
Prolong the fweet alternate notes.
But where he paft, he terror threw ;
The {fong broke fhort, the warblers flew 3
The thrufhes chatter’d with affright,
And nightingales abhorr’d his fight 3
All animals before him ran,
To fhun the hateful fight of man.
Whence is this dread of ev’ry creature ?
Fly they our figure or our nature?
As thus he walk’d in mufing thought,
His ear imperfedt accents caught;

With cautious ftep be nearer drew,
By the thick fhade conceal’d from view.
High on the branch a Pheafant ftood,
Around her all her lift’ning brood ;
Proud of the bleflings of her neft,
She thus a mother’s care exprefs’d,

No dangers here fhall circumvent,
Within the woods epjoy content,
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‘Sooner the hawk or vulture t
|

Than man; of animals the worlt,
| in him ingratitude ye

A vice peculiar to the kind,
The fheep, whofe annual flecce is dy’d,
To guard his health, and ferve his pride,
Forc'd from his fold and native plain,
Is in the cruel (hambles flain
| The fwarms, who, with inda(tiions {kilt,
His hives with wax and honey fill,
In vain whole fummer dnj,‘s employ’d,
Cheir ftores are fold, the race deftroy’
What tribute from the goofe s paid!
Doaes not her wing all feience aid ?

1
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1 drudge to raife the merchant’s gain ?
What now rewards this general ufe ?

He takes the quills, and eats the goofe,
Man then avoid, deteft his ways s

So fafety fhall prolong your days,
‘When fervices: ave thus acquitted,
Be fure we pheafants muft be fpitted,
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The P1w and the NEED LE

Pin who long had ferv'd a Beauty,

Proficient in the toilette’s duty,
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