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I

RE the foundations of tlie world were laid ,
Ere kindling light th' Almighty word obey' d, K

Thou wert ; and when the ſubterraneous flame
Shall burſt its priſon , and devour this frame ,
From angry Heaven when the keenli ghtning flies,
When fervent heat diſſolves the melting ſkies ,
Thou ſtill ſnhalt be; ſtill as thou wert before ,
And know no change , when time ſhall be no more- .
O endleſs thought ! divine eternity !
Th' immortal ſoul ſhares but a part of thee ;
For thou wert preſent when our life began ,
When the warm duſt ſhot up in breathing man.
Ah ! wbat is life ? with ills encompaſs ' d round ,
Amidſt our hopes Fate ſtrikes the ſudden wound :
To- day the ſtateſman of new honour dreams ,
To - morrow Death deſtroys his airy ſchemes ;
Is mouldy treaſure in thy cheſt confin ' d?
Think all that treaſure thou muſt leave behind ;

Thy heir with ſmiles ſhall view thy blazon ' d herſe ,
And all thy hoards with laviſh hand diſperſe .
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Should certain fate th' impending blow delay ,

Thy mirth will ſicken and thy bloom decay ;
Then feeble age will all thy nerves diſarm ,
No more thy blood its narrom channels warm.

Who then would wiſh to ſtretch this narrow ſpan ,
To ſuffer life beyond the date of man ?

The virtuous ſoul purſues a nobler aim,
And life regards but as - 5 dream :
She longs to wake, and wiſhes to get free,
To launch from earth into eternity .
For while the boundleſs theme extends our thought ,
Ten thouſand thouſand rolling years are nought .

Mr ‚Ne

LIEE is a jeſt , and all things ſhow it :

Ithought ſo once, but now I know it.
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