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Incipit prologus fratris Petri super legendam gloriosissime et singularissim
virginis Katherine atque martiris
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Prologus
Incipit prolo
gus frīs Petri
ſuper legēdaꝫglorioſiſſime
et ſingulariſſime virginis
Katherine atqꝫmartiris .

Umſe¬
cundūſenten¬
tiā ſapiētis et
iuſti Iob ni¬
hil fiat inter¬
ra ſine cauſa :

⁊egoꝓponācū deiadiuto¬
rio nouācōpilare btēꝟgīs
katherine legēdaꝫ :ꝯueniēs
fore iudico :cauſasmanife¬
ſtare :que mead hocconfi¬
denter inducant .Etbreui¬
ter dicendotres ſuntcauſe
me principaliter ad hocin¬
ducentes .Prima cauſa eſt
neceſſitas me mouensad
cōplēdū defectū .Scd̓a cā
eſt deuotio ⁊ reuerētia meū
trahēs affectū erga talē vir
ginē .Tertia cā eſt caritas ⁊
amor :qͥ me cogit feſtinare
ad hui oꝯꝑisefficientiā .Ne
ceſſitas quippe memouēs
ad ꝯplēdūdefectūeſt :qꝛde
ip̄abtā katherīa ī diuerſis
ꝑtib oꝯrbisqͥnqꝫreperilegē

das :queſaluareuerētiaeo
rum :qui illas fecerunt de¬

fectuoſe in nōnullisexiſtūt
eo ꝙ de patris ipſius ſancte
virginis genealogianichil
ponant̉ :niſi tantum ꝙrex
fuerit ipſe .ſed nō in quore¬
gno :neqꝫ de cauſa et modo
conuerſionis eiuſdemvir¬
ginis ad chriſtū .dequibus

penitus nihil ꝯtinēt .Meū
inſuper trahit affectum ad
hunc ſubeundumlaborem

magna deuotio ⁊reuerētia
quas habeo ⁊ habere tene¬
or ad hanc beatiſſimā virgi¬

nē katherinā :exinnumera
bilibꝰbn̄ficijstamſpūalibꝰ
qͣꝫcorꝑalibqꝯ t̄amīparuis
qͣꝫin magniscrebrorecepi :

et quotidie reciꝑe a ſuabe¬
nignitate me fateor :plene
confido .Cogit meetiamfe
ſtinare ad hui oꝯꝑiseffectū
amor et caritas quamha¬
beo vt teneor addilectiſſi¬
mūfratrem meū :frēmIo¬
hannem :cuiꝰ caritati hoc
opus dedicatur ⁊deſtinat̉ .

Propoſui ergo preter illa q̄
in predictis inueni legēdis
genealogiā quoqꝫregis Co
ſti patris ſcilicet ſui :publi¬

ce reſerare :necnonetvnde
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Prologus
fueritmatereiusvtnobili
tas ſcd̓m carnem huiꝰſan¬
te virginis appareat .Deni
qꝫ⁊qd̓fuerit regnumeius
et cū hoc modumet cauſaꝫ
ſue conuerſionis :qualiter
fuit ad chriſtum conuerſa .
Adque veriusmanifeſtan
da tenere volui conſilium
magiſtri ſummiſcꝫdomini
noſtri Ieſu chriſti ineuan¬
gelio dicentis .Petite et ac
cipietis .querite etinuenie¬
tis .Petiui enimetqueſiui
et .idcirco inueni quequere
bam .Sed quid querebaꝫ :
Quod quidem ſemel pre¬
dicari audiueram aquodā
fratre minore .Quimagnꝰ
reputabat̉ hyſtoriographꝰ :
videlicet ꝙrex Coſtuspa¬
ter beate katherine fuit fra
ter germanus magni Con
ſtantini imperatoris .Sed
vt iunior tunc poſtpredica
tionemeius noncurauipe
tere nec ſcribere vtpoſſem
melius memorie cōmenda
re .Quando autemꝑueni
ad perfectiorem etateman¬
helabam memorari quod
olim audiueraꝫ .ſed hocad
plenum non poteram ꝓpter
magnumtemporis ſpaciuꝫ

quodquidēinterimdeflu¬
xerat .Adfratremquoqꝫp̄¬
dictum accedere nonvale¬
bam .nec ſibi faciliter ſcribe
re poteram .quia vtmoris
eſt ipſius perfectiſſimiordi
nis :mutarefratres ſepede

loco ad locumne ſpemſuā
in rebus caducis et tranſi¬
torijs ponāt .Frater ille nō
ſolumad alium locūꝓpin¬
quumvel cuſtodiamaliaꝫ :
verūetiam ad aliam remea
uerat longius prouinciam

Quaꝓpter anxius quoqꝫ⁊
tabeſcens a magnishiſto¬
riographis ⁊famoſisviris
ſepius petebam :⁊ lōgo tem
poreſollicite perantiquas
eccleſias circuiui :ſcrutans

libros .legendas .hiſtorias
antiquas .⁊cronicas :ſi poſ
ſem inuenire quot ſcilicꝫ fi
lios habuerit primusCon
ſtātinus .pr v̄idelicetCon
ſtantini magni .Et ſi prefa¬
tus Coſtus fuerit inter il¬

los vnus .Et noninueniēs
clare quod querebā :gemēs
in mente rogabam dominū
deum noſtrum ſepe et bea¬
tam Katherinam vt ſua ſo
litate pietate meimiſerta
iuſtum adimpleret deſide¬



Prologus
riummeū .quodſuigratia
plene eſſet ſuſceptum .Qm̄
autem perſeueranter petiui
et ſollicite queſiui :hocqd̓
querebam inueni .Namau
diensnominarireligioſuꝫ
quendam ordinis ſcꝫmo¬
nachoꝝvirum vtiqꝫfamo
ſumin ſcientia .etmaxime
in hyſtorijs .quitūceratge¬
neralis vicarius dominipo
pulonienſis et maſſarij epi
ſcopi .acceſſi ad eumetra¬
ciocinando cū eodemdep̄¬
dicta materia .humiliter ro
gaui quatenus ſi aliquid d̓
hoc haberet mihioſtendere
dignaretur .Quibenigne
annuens votis meis :nōſo
lum quod querebamorete¬
nus mihi dixit .ſed etiaꝫ in
ſcriptis clare oſtēdit .⁊ma¬
nū ꝓpria illud tranſſcriptuꝫ
dedit :ſicut ip̄evtſtudioſus
ac ſollicitus de antiqͥs ac¬
ceperat hyſtorialib lꝯibris .
Uidelicet qūo Coſtuspa¬
ter beate Katherinevirgīs
filius fuerit Conſtantini :
patris ſcꝫ Conſtantini ma
gni .prout clarius in legēda
patebit inferius .In quale
genda manifeſtius inſuper
apparebit :qūoet quarehec

beata virgo Katherinafue
rit tam perfecte adchriſtuꝫ
cōuerſa cum prius eſſet pa¬

gana .ſicut ego clare accepi
de quodam libro antiquo
qui eſt in ſacriſtia ſacri loci
ſanctiſſimi confeſſoris bea¬
ti Franciſcipatris noſtrid̓

aſſiſio .In ſequenti etiaꝫle¬
genda continentur actus ⁊
vita ipſius p̄cioſiſſimevir¬

ginis katherine necnō cau¬
ſa et modus ſui martirij .et
alia multa que magis pro¬
babilia videntur .veludin
prefatis reperi legendis .et
in nōnullis alijs libris an¬
tiquis .Que autē de Dyo¬
cleciano et Maximiano di
centur nulli ſuperflua ſed
neceſſaria videantur .Quia
ſi nō diceretur modusqūo
ad imperium peruenerunt :
non perfecte ſciretur cauſa
quare tā atrociter chriſtia¬
nos perſequebāt̉ .Propter
quam perſecutionem vt pa
tebit ml̓tarū permiſit deus
fieri rebellionemprouincia
rum .Ob cuius rebelliōis

cauſam miſſus eſt Conſtā
tinus in greciam .vbi Co¬
ſtum genuit huius ſctē Ra
therinepatreꝫ .Et ſicetiam



Tabula
multaalia deqͥbuſdāponē
tur principib aꝯdmaiorem
claritatē ordinis hui mꝯate¬
rie :q īntuenti ⁊limpidein¬
telligēti minimeſuperflua
videbūt̉ .Et licet inſufficiē
tem me ſentiā adſufficiēteꝫ
laudem exprimendam tam
magneet glorioſe regine :q̄
nūc tam glorioſe regnat in
celis .nihilominꝰꝯfiſusde
adiutorio eiꝰ vt poſſimad
ꝑfectū deducere finem :pre¬
ſumpſi hoc arduū incipere
opus .A qua regina glorio¬
ſiſſima ſcꝫkatherina :cuius
reuerētia et deuotioadiſta
meprincipaliter mouent :⁊
a caritate fraterna inſuper
ad hoc meinducēte .exnūc
⁊extūc veniampoſtulo :ſi
medicere aliqua min ſꝯana
cōtingat :cū tamen hocpo¬
tius ex defectu ſciētie qͣꝫex
mala volūtate vel arrogan
tia poſſit ꝯtingere .Quare
merogopacifice corrigiet
nō turpiter iudicari :ſicnec
egoalios ī ſil̓ib hꝯui mꝯate¬
rie ſcriptores turpiter iudi
caui :ſꝫpotiusid qd i̓p̄inō
poſuerūt cū magnolabore
vt p̄dixi ſuppleui .Hecaūt
oīatamꝑtinentiaadiniciū

hui mꝯaterieatqꝫꝓgreſſum
vite ipſi kꝯatherineſancte:qͣꝫetiā admartirium⁊ꝯſu
mationēſui corꝑis :⁊adſe
pulturāeiꝰ .xxiiij .diſtincta
capitulisdeſcribunturinfe
rius annotatis .

Explicitprologus.

Incipiunt ca¬
pitulalegendeſingularis⁊
electe ipſius beatekatheri¬
nevirginisetmartiris.
Agiturergoī primocapl̓o
De nocleciano ⁊maxi¬
miano.q ſͥcꝫipſi fuerint :et
qūoDyoclecianmꝯiſitin
greciā Conſtantinūauum
beate katherine :⁊cumhoc
ſcꝫ quare .Folio primo

Scd̓oagit̉ de nobilitateꝓ
genieihui ſꝯctē virginisex
parteſui patris .Incipiēdo
ab auoſuo Cōſtantinovi¬
delicet primo .Fo .iij .
Tertioagit̉ deCōſtantini
ſubſtitutōeimꝑiali :⁊deeiꝰ
vxoretertia :ac eiꝰfine .⁊de

ſubſtitutōe cōſtantiui :⁊de
filijs eiꝰ .quotſcꝫ⁊q fͥuerūt
⁊d f̓ine dyocleciani⁊maxi

miani :necnōd ſ̓ucceſſoribꝰ
eorundem .Fo .v .
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