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THE RHEINGAU.

Hier auch at d d wEluf, #ifuend mit reicher Hand
Lisl Thaler mnd Hub'n lobemde Scl it hikr

Bl verweiler m Tritls,;

Piaa Gled] 1 T 1

Kiorstock

Here Naturd slood still, sirewing with laviuh Band

Her living beauty over hills and vallls

This paradise, like the region of Naples, may be styled

a portion of heaven
fallen down to the earth. The majestic Rhine lingers in his course through it, and
i[|_ ||e||:ll-1|1' I'Ir. il_I LOrms IIiIIl' \l'l'ltil-ttr ih|‘|_||_||'h., -Illn- I~,1IE|--||||| FI':':-,"“[,. ||||'|-.l.'|_-. |:i-. '|,l,|,|_|4|-.'

arms around 1t, to protect it from the rough and boisterous north. Vine-covered

hills, frelds and meadows, and human dwellings, are inte rmingled most agreeably:

1||Il:] il'. ||ii‘ !”| s5m, we ﬂ'-. [.l' 11Tl |p|1|_1'|:' Lia li-l.ll-' i|| in OVETPOWETINE ecsiasy,

which dehies de seription.  Hallgarten®, a village in the forest4, with its Hyndelberg

adorned with vines, lies in @ 1']|:]I'|||i||;_r -:.=t*:-.rtla-|| close to the wood-covered b ierhits,

The we :'|-ir|'l-wr".r|! e L1 strian 4':|.‘~I|-':' of Volrats L"l- olrades, Folratz), a family which
still continues to flourish, has a most preturesque appearance amidst its soft hills,

behind the beautifully enthroned Johannesbere. Further back. the ruins of the

hlll'_:.: l'-f ;"."'ili.fll'l.i‘l'lh‘ll.'lll. on a rlr:'k}. Vine-covered |||r;|u[u|j||, LOwWeErs -,1|H1r.,'4 IEL!‘ u..|.;..|‘-|l

* Formerly called Hargartdun (Hargartshill), originally a hunting-seat, but as early as 1250 a flou-

rshng Icle villag

ge, willula

b I ald-fecken.—Fiecken meant originally. anv farm-h mse or hamlet, with the fields belon

g}
ging to

it; bat it now menns & place holding o middle rank between a vil e and a town, and where the tra les o

i . : ; :
dehnes it gppndem stne moris; o distinetion hardly intelligible in this ¢ ourLEs

towns are carriéd an. Fritsch
in the present dav, where the greatest eities are without walls.— Trans,

i_ ||.'..'.'|.l'- chiifoss, w enstle belong o oo ke i:.;|l|. of 1'..-;".'.|'_||,|,....I:|.!,-;-_

(.2
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vallev of Kiderich. Thé mild vinevards stretch sweetly round the golden Markt-
brunner Stralenbere down to a narrow causeway (which 1s throughout |-I'-=1l'l1'-'l

by an old ralling, but not by a parapet wiill,) between Erbach and Hattenheim,

where the important frontier fountain (Grenz-Mark-Briinnehen) pours itself with

a pleasing murmur into a sand-stone basin (in the chapi

], fitted up with elegan
seats, erected in honowr of it in the celebrated vintage-year 1811), in order that
Favi ’||4-|'~c 1THLS |'|-t]'---|| |||- mselves w ith the water as urli Bk I||=- '-'Li“l' l'ri' HJII'L-HI'HIHJ.
A beautiful range of vine-hills again follows: we ap| roach the Johannesberg, the
Rothenberg (so called from the red colour of its soil), and the MNiederwald, and every
. . i ; NPT T B - | P " T e o B | r i 5 "
|l||||_-': ALSUIMEes 8 more  Fay .||||:‘| ST RerT .l_jl]ll ATrRICe. ||:-.|' .|1'_'||'-.'|1|'-.. LA ERE || s 1|l‘-
quently too broad for the valuable soil through which it passes, and which was

lavd out under the mild |'||:~|'.|j|;'=| sceptre, rans w ith a :_:l'll'lll' 1-' e ;Linl'lq

formerly
the neht bank of the river. A road, of live leagues 1n length, from Schierstein, the
commencement of the modern |:||l'i|luilll, ] |Eili|l'=||l'illl. COmes 1m Contact 'w ith 1'iiki[
other |l]ill'r'=~; I::tml"f'.'. Walluf, Elfeld, Erbach, Hattenheimn, “‘l'hli'!'il'Jli Mittelheim,
Winkel, and Geisenheim, most of which are surrounded by beautiful country-seats,
|r|'|-~1-11[i!|: a series of the most agreeable ;ni:'tun-k to the I'E1'|i'.'_J|1l'lli_'|.'l', andl [rutimg
the friend of antiguity in mind of the villas of the Romans. Geisenheim, the streets
of which are still |||||r.|1.|'<|. and which My be considered as a large village, has
something distinguished and solemn about 1t in this respect. The Rhine hetween
this place and Galsheim 1s more than half a league in breadth, which is the greatest

breadth it ever attains between Basle and Holland, and the green-coloured majestic

stream has now all the appearance of a lake. 'The Rheingau formerly commenced at
Nieder-Walluf, and extended to Lorchhausen; from thence it ran behind Riidesheim,
past the White Tower, along the Hinterwald, as far as Mapperhof and Mapper-
thurm, and then crossed the height between Raventhal and Schlangenbad, descending

L1 |||,' h ||||'.'J- W |_|_J'|1' |r'-. -||].;| Ilr'l inter vower "-[i“ "-»1:.||II:]'A.. !|1| £ 5L '||_'_:|- illii'ﬂ. i'.]'l-\.."-\-b:' '|I.l'|'.'l.'|'i"|.j

* That at Walluf, called the i, ke-ufen { Baker's oven', was carried off som ' YEATE go.
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immediately above the i-:'i||.;-',i'.;d pritsses, The Cometr f.'.i.l.l.,-:..__. .,"““'—:" IV ) WS an

4l!"'|!i‘-'JIZ'HIZ".”|IZI| |il'|: bt fliee ]”ll'ifl'_;.lll it=elf wWils an estate 1|-e|[||':||-.'|| Lis |||1' '\-\.Ijll'ill"l'l

of the ar ||!--=-i--':-.,-:.1 table, and became at last a domain of the electorate of Mentz.

From the favour in whiel; the archbishops were held by the Carolinsians and the

I:|'|||"‘-~. |||i- II"‘-|||iI:I|-|4'_|1 '.'|.1'| CHIme |l-_'; ||_|--_5|'|'1'- LG f!Lu-“' hands rl'hq- Hlp.-i.“l_:;!u wias

tormerly a free Salic possession. and was T i

:"-. ili'l..lli -i LERLAD I||-:- lIIIE:M-I' :'||:||| |.1||.'-'|'|
i\ ¥ g . 1 * i 1 r

sounds ("Gemarkung ); the former comprehending the district along the mountains,
and the latter the distriet along the banks of the river. It was next divided into
Rhine r--'-\rlr-il:;n and Iorest townsiaps  Rbcinflecken und Waldflecken ): and bevond its

“III' 1] ||I'];:'lil."i‘, 1Ly f--l'-'~l 1i||:|1|-~ il CHntons L -'.'-:l.'. it ) --i' the ||:iJJi'.1.||'|-.. --’r'

Hohenstein, over which ths electorate of Mentz possessed a erimina

qurisdiction.
These villages and cantons also took part in the district assemblies on the island of
I.'..if-e'|. This JI'-'HIZ-i{'ql.Irli' l-'l'l'jiul'_'. Wils iu'rnlrr'll'rf on the forest side by a frontier In-
trenchment, consisting of hedges and underwood tangled and plashed together, a
l.]n'l'j-:'-« il ||;|_r1'i¢';4r{u |-;||||,-|| =_:.:-'-.-.'.'-':, 1'.:1“-'.}1 |'||:|||||.'|! 1= |'r,|-|;'!|-!|-:'- 111 e '|'i|u'l'.L "H:ZI.."*-\.
war to arrest the cause of the Evangelical heroes, till Bernard of Weimar came and
broke l|||'|:|1:_;:| th prats= Al the h“ll::'.

In the stirring and vigorous times of the middle ages, the inhabitants of the
theingau were exposed to frequent feuds, In the thirteenth century they still hacd
thetr Jlii'l'|id'|I|:I.I' TN B FRCEE, In the tenth century, this noble tract of country was
acquired for the holy chair of Mentz by Hatto . administrator of the Empire under
Louis the Child: by the Archbishop William his brother, and more particularly by

Hatto 1. under the I".|r||':4 ror Otho L1, It was soon afterwards |'||J::i15|-|-.-_'_-., united

with 1t by “.”ii_'i‘*. the first arch-chancellor of the I';HL;JiE'l"’; ani the ||L|1'L' of the

L :lf-'i'-'n'.'l'l' .Ir|ls'.'4r.":_;"r.-.'.l;h'.r..", :a'r Jrf.".rj. 'fr.-:.,r':;' Wis r||1':| _~.|_||:-|,-||4|E II-'|, vicermerenls |_’,_..__-

- =1

domini). 'The inhabitants of the Rheingau had their separate constitution, defensive

* Willigis was not the first elector, bot Gerliard 1. who participated in the election of Count Richard

of Cornwall (in Oppenbeim) as German king.
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institutions, liberties, and privileges, without the confirmation of which they would
not pay homage to a new ruler. Additional rights and liberties were conferred on
them by the Archbishop 'l.,q|u1|ph|l;4 11. whom rhl-_' assisted in 1462 against IDiether
and the ecitizens of Mentz. Thev were also exempted trom all feudal services and
compulsory military duty. They have a common saying among them, that * the
- :Lir -ell- |||e- Hllli]]'_::l_ll- ]|1;||{!~1 i Imnan free.” The old national maxim HI'. '-'I.'I'Iillll.!l.‘t',
« What we were not consulted in, that will we not assist 1n executing,” was peci-
liarly in force among them. According to the descriptions of former times, the

Rheinean was “ a free, obedient, incomparable portion of the terntory of the church

« of Mentz.” In return for the immunities respecting markets and customs whach
they enjoyed, the inhabitants of the Rheingau preserved, from the year 1200, the
right of defence of the town of Mentz, a might which they still excrcised in 1792,
The Rheingau, in old times, consisted of twenty-eight cantons, and two bailiwicks,
Elfeld and Riidesheim. Nieder-Walluf, so called from the Waldaffa, a mountain-
stream, was its port. This place oceurs in documents as far back as 789 and 860, as
a Carolingian domain belonging to the kings-hundred. (Schierstein, Seerstein, was
in like manner a predium regium in the eleventh century). Many of the towns or
villages (Hlecken) are surrounded with walls; and Elfeld received in 1332 municipal
iil'l\!l":l.'b- and freedom of trade from the I':l'lllll'l'l'-l' ].ouis the Bavarian. Here the
i':||||::-i'<1r Giinther von Schwarzburg, who was li‘!li"-l‘lll'll:. fell sick in 1349: and here
he concluded a treaty with Charles IV. his crafty adversary. Balduin von Trer,
administrator of the electorate of Mentz, built its burg® in 1330. It was often, as
well as Flirenfels and Scharfenstein, the residence of the _-"'i.r:'m1't-|1rl|.,u of Mentz, and
a place of refuge for the clergy. A printing-office was established here about the
year 14060, by Bechtermiinze, an assistant of Gutenberg. From an inseription on
a stone found at this place, which is ascribed to the Romans, but which may perhaps

e Ina fire which broke out in this borg in 1339, the greatest nnmber and the most important ol the

documents of the Rheingau, from the eighth to the thirteenth ceatury, became the prey of the flames.
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be arolingian, it Apprears that Elfeld was called Alu Filla: 1t was also called in

y- b ; ? v wy Y , T, + Y1 E;
German Alier Weiler®, The ( arohingans had also a roval court at Flfe

il. .HI'.I“l'.
with the upper part of the Rheingau, was acquired by the archbishopric of Mentz
under the Emperor Otho I. The villages flecken) of Erbach, Mittelheim, and
Oesterich, had already their separate churches in the tenth, eleventh, and twelfth
centuries.  Hattenheim was still a little village roiliula ) about the year 1060, and
was then called Haternheim, from Hatto, a count of the Rheingan, and not from its
being a ville Hattonis of the "|.1'-:'||]|':=»-I|H|h~ Hatto 1. and 114 Oesterich and Mittelheim
were old village-colonies from Winkel, and in ecclesiastical communion with them.

Uesterich was burnt in 1635 by the Swedes. and immediately afterwards by the

Bavarians, and again in 1688 by the French. The old village (flecken) of Langen-

Winkel, which well deserves to be called wnegt, runs along the foot of the Johan-
g . =

nesberg, and abounds with beautiful countrv-seats. It was tormerly ealled Weinzell

(Vincelle, Vinicella), and was perhaps a Roman wine-store, and afterwards. under

L {.i'-l'-"i.lll'_:i.ili'n. d |!,1'||-.|-'. for I||L' 1.'-'i||i‘ |l|‘|:u,-||l from W i||'~||:'illl. on the "'i'i“"‘]""

bank. The learned A |'1'||||.E-.||||F'; ]il':IE'liLII |:]]u|ILI LIS -,"L|;||||||H'; fre llItl-H:!\. took up tus

abode 1 this beautiful nook of carth, where he died in 836, extolled as a henefactor
of the poor. Whether the old walls of a granary now belonging to Volrats (the
floor of which was extolled as a wonder, from its power to resist the attacks -nr'|||i-'|-,:|
are the remains of the domestic !'ii:tiu-| of Rhabanus, or J11'|:|rl_gl'|| tov thie ]H|r|::|-_;i".|'..1'-:
and :“*--h'l't'i'.:lj [.ul'-fa de “'il||~.l',':|. or to the Barons de Gnifenela (ii|'kifirt-r~lzlxnj. has

not been historieally ascertmined. The Klineebach from Marienthal, a stream 1S5

* Weiler, from vildare, in barbarous Latin, a hamlet. and flar, also derived from effare, and afier-

B | T - ' 2 ¥ ! P T
WATR cl anged o (ar, occor ||._-.|-_,-:.|||, i3 & termination of names of |,|:|.r|'-.. {rama. s

¥ The ancestors of th tamuly von Lanpwerth, now residing at Elfeld (the only Protestant 11.‘1:||_'. of

Hie “"I':I::." of the former electorate of Mentz), called themselves lords herren) von Hatten b im; and a

burg situiied there belonged o them.

I Lamg is the German for long.— 1 rianes
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e Bhine at Bartolmi, where Count

it |-FI|||' ||l “'_'ll”Il'I.l l|"|| ll|..]'l||.il!lll.1"-. |I.||.|“= 1L
ticholl |.:|||||3|--=| il é'!|I|I'4'|I dedicated to St H;||'H|n|n111|-1.'.. and an h||=~|l|1;|| |.-|:I' ]t';_J!'ull-G
Crusaders, in the vear 1109, 'This stream was in old times ecalled Hunnenklingen, a
name which had relerence to a passage of the Huns at this lrl:n'l'. The convent of
Marienthal was first occupied by Kogelherren (an order which had its particular
rules laid down by Gerard de Groot), afterwards by Capuchins, and lastly by Jesmts,
Service 18 now ||--|'ii-|:m-a| there, but u:u'_'-. on the Ii'~1lhilf-:i:|j~'ﬁ of the Virgin. Geisen-
heim presents objects of a different description to the inguiring eye ol the traveller.
Ir]u' country-scat of the itllustrious and Elll-lilil' Flector John |'l|iij|n*_ where, 1 1'1".“',
the austere philosopher Leibnitz and the pious enthusiast Holzhauser of Bingen,
held conferences with a view to the union of the Catholic and Protestant churches
(conferences remarkable for the contrast which they exhibited, but which led to
nothing), is still standing here, and has a most venerable appearance. Greisenheim
(Giesenheim, and also Gysinheim), so called from two neighbouring islands in the
Rhine bearing the name of Gisen, occurs in documents of so early a date as 779 and
788: but it is not mentioned n any document as producing wine hefore the minth

and tenth centuries: the Rothenberg there may, however, have been planted with

.

vines under the Carolingians, Bishop Otwin of Hildesheim purchased a mansion
with vineyards in Geisenheim, in the year 954. Here flourished the noble families
e H_'..-inlu-:m; and here was the first seat of the old Rhinegraves, w here ||I='_'-.' WEr
rewarded by the Empire with the duty on pepper. Count Trautwein (Drutwin) had
a country-house at Gysinheim, which he sold in the year 1019. The Swedes and
Bavarians, and the |"I'I‘I|L'i1 under I|"Lll'-2'!'|l::-.'. destroved this |+|'-Il“l', "|'|.'|Li'|.'|| Wis i:'l"lflll'l'[_"-'

of considerable importance.

¢ His fathier was buried in the 1':-|-|I'-'.|: ol this '!l!..l B, and hie himself erected in it a b |'-',ll|ll.l monument
to his memory
-

¥ The precise dote of this conference 1 have no means of ascertainming, but it could not be 1653, &2

k P
Leibnike, who was I:l"':ll im 1645, was then l\.l'-ll'- SEVEM YoUrs l\.ll.-': _J:Ill'.-'.ll':l.
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In the beginning of the Reformation, the inhabitants of the Rheingan were ur-
1|-“3]1]_'-. 'li‘;ll”“'i.'l.l. towards a change of religion. Deceived |r_'-.' the h|5iril ol the
times, they assembled, in the yvear 1525, on the hill of Wacholder, at Elfeld, and
resolved to have l.'|||lil.] rights with the nobles, or to foree the nobles to ray the same
taxes with themselves; an object which has at length been attained in our days. The
war of the Boors contributed to '|:|;|=_~.]|ir|- them with this resolution, but 1]|._-}- WERE S000
re-converted l:". the result of it, with the aid of the {'lrr'_f_\.', and on that occasion !h{-'.,'
lost their states. Seven convents, which as "l’il‘llll:l! fortresses had for centuries
defended this heavenly region, Tiefenthal, Eberbach, Gottesthal, Eubingen, Marien-
thal, 1”“11“15:.‘!!*, and Noth-Giottes, were :-l:lliln'-awd, one after another, some Viears
ago. 'The situation of Gottesthal /Fallis Dei), lately a convent of Cistercian nuns,
and prior to 1220 a monasteriin fratrum et sororum, is exceedingly sweet, and highly
calculated to inspire religious meditation: its ruins, in a narrow verdant glen,
surrounded by vines and alders, seem to mourn over the mountain-stream. Close
to it 1s a number of mineral springs; but the shady trees which it once possessed have
disappeared. Solitary paths lead from thence to the Steinberg, which consists of
seventy-five acres of vineyard and twenty-five acres of woodland, and which, with
the farm-house belonging to it, are inclosed by a stone wall. The most valuable
wine is made on this property, which originally belonged to the convent of Eber-
bach, but is now a ducal domain, appropriated to the supply of this precious wine.

The convent itself, a noble structure, at the foot of the Rabenkopf, surrounded
with picturesque woods and verdant meadows, is laghly deserving of a visit. The
appearance of this monument of ancient conventual piety, built in the most elevated

Sy ||', 15 well ealeulated to exeite our wonder.

* The Forest village of Aulhausen (Ulinhusen) was founded by Ullners or Hifners (Ullnern oder

Hiiinern®),
* Hdjfner or hgfner, n name only known in particuler pors of Germany, is & persen who deals in wine-leea and ale-

- mn -
grounds: of, aecos ling to Frisc h, o peron gui corsrtl FEoes TI0) ef CONCVARNE, COSGUC £ RINT KRUA rertil—JTrins.
E
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This convent, which was founded h:,' the enthusiastic L'I'llr:h]i'-|r]‘-.-'.|1'|u'1':‘""t. Bernard,
under the Archbishop Adelbert 1.#, in 1131, still appears an object of importance,
and justly claims our attention in its present ruined and altered state. St. Bernard,
it is said, met a friendly boar in the wood, which, with its snout, drew a plan of
the church on the spot w here it was first built. It seems it was first erected on the
hall, but invisible :-|Hril*:i H’illl‘wi]”]'tl'l! the stones, with the boar, to the present site.
We now see along the walled rivulet of Eberbach, the first church of the convent,
when it had scarcely vet received its form, supported by fourteen beautiful columns,
in two rows (an edifice now converted nto a receptacle for wine); and near to it the
gloomy original convent, which, by nch and pious donations and savings made by
the order, was gradually followed by a conventual palace, an hospital; and a splen-
did temple. In the centre of this temple there was a small tower, and 1t was
also adorned with many altars and monuments: those of Gerlach and Adolphus .4,
Archbishops of Mentz, are still to be seen. The sigmficant statues of St. Bernard
fix the attention of the traveller in several places. In the edifice which was for-
merly the abbey, we find portraits of the different abbots. This spacious edilice,
gurrounded 1.} a strong wall, once a nch :Ihl’u-}'. is now transformed into a correction-

house and lunatic asylum. Ten splendid columns, with various capitals, are ranged

¥ The archbishop rave for this [UrpOse the tract of woodland called Hobe, possessed Ly the convent
of Auguatine monks® at Mitelheim, which was suppressed in 1130, but of which the pussEssI0Nns Were
again separated from the Bischolfsberg, and given to the Bernardine mouks.

s

Several others, with figures in stone of the Counts of Nassan, were taken from the clioir of the

Counts {Grafen- Lhore ), and 4|l'|-' siticd in the new 1I'-'-F'r;_' at Biebrich.

% In the original, Adwpmtiner-Caranie, i ¢ Conveptus canomicorum qui secundem regolam wivant.  In the Plaman
church eadonices denotés a lay priest poss ig o prebend in a colleginte church, of whom a canon isthe representative in
the present English charch; or a member of an order of m nks who fullow the rule of S, Angusting, smd are in some mea-

sofe b be considered as lay priests, though they chserve certan regalations, and live i common. Luther, for imslance, wns

a canonicus of thin lust descr Pliun at Ll |-'1’:|.=.-|.u: aut of the Relormation.— Traas.
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between the th rty empty cells. In 1631, Oxenstiern had at first his winter- ju

3 Ty . e s s o L L I
in this convent, and the edifice close beside the oreat church was erected by his orde
Ulus prudent general and greatest statesman of his age, who adhered so stanchls

to the S riptures, and without whom the peace -=1'1||'|I-':'-l]l1.|::1||.1 wotlld mot

ave turmed
ol S0 ||I||-!'|| to the |,',ll'||-l||r I'I. [!I,I' E.l'lr'll'w".;,i;':l._ 1i'|,'|'.| ol th |||_--\.:r terins ||-|_i_t!| 1'::“- ."""1:'

monks, whose habitation in war and in peace was the seat of hospitality. The holy

and spired Abbot Bernard de Clairvaux found here another Waormwood Valley

Fallis Absinth ..'.--__'. and, with his illi!llwll‘u:lh 1| 1l|1'1‘:-, converted 1t mto a more hean-

tiful Rheingau-Hellthal ¢ Clara Valtis® ) By means of these teachers of agriculture,

WHDSE

nous songs often resounded through the hills and vallies around, the whole

]“JI'i!‘!u;LII SO0 ::*-"-I]|||le'|_i a THEW I!].I|:l.'.'ll':!!:|1'|'. I|j l_hlhu_' |'|_|;||_|' times, 'l]_le' |||1I!|I-;~. ||rl r||--
orders of St. Benediet and St. Bernard were distinruished benefactors of mankind,
and the cultivation of the soil and civilization in general were greatly indebted to
them. The industrious monks of Eberbach, as early as the year 1160, exported
their Steinbere wine: and *-hl:-l'll_‘n.' afterwards :'.':--f-. conveyed 1t in their own waggons

and vessels to Cologne, where they were peculiarly favoured, where they had a wine-

cellar or warehouse (‘cellarivm) of their own, and where, according to Father Bir,
they were even possessed of a shipping station on the Rhine (#th inpfortet) down to
1500. What I!iurl". confided to Nature lives and renovates itself with her, while their

other works have perished in the wreck of time, In front of this convent, now no

* Faur or vaus, from valliy, is a word of frequent occurrence in the fablianr and other remains of
the ald French language, though now obsolete; and Cloircour has the same signification with Helltha! in
Lzerman, |!:.|I|.|.'|_'.'. Clear or Bright Valls y. Bt Bernard, Abbot de Clmwrvaux, was the reformer of the
order of 5t, Bepedict; and the monks of this reformed order were called Bernardines or Cistercians, from
Cisteaux, in Latin Crsterfinm, in I':"’r:'-'."""'l,"'1 their most distinguished :|.]:.|||'_'|. in France.— I rans.

t Rheinpforte, literally Rhine-gate, means an entrance into the Rhine, and the context would lead us

to suppose that it 1s here used in the signifbicotion of dock.— lrans.

H 2
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longer the abode of monks, on the slope of asweet slate-hill, still stands the reno-
vated :'lm}n'l of the piuu}-. founder, which is called Bernhards-Ruhe, with the fol-
lowing inscription:
Divos Berxannus fessos hic sarciit artus, juxta Eberbach nune precibas ora celebrare viator stes
and also the ﬁn”ﬂi.'l.'llm_!r affectionate German 1'1I1i]I|'I'1:
Allhier es heisst BErainl Rub

Lieh' geb® der Ruh® die Werk hinzut

This place is called BEnxano's Repose

Mavy love s-'.:|:-5||._'.: the means of I"-u"pn:’l:'-l.'.r

Here we are reminded of the distich:

Bernardus valles, montes Benedictus amabat,

Oppida Francisens, celebres Ignatios arbes].

The Gothic church of the Forest village (Waldflecken) of Kiderich (formerly
called Ketercho, Chetrecha), with its painted windows, and the beautiful country-seat
of an equestrian family, surprise us in the most agreeable manner in this sylvan
recess. 'The burg of Scharfenstein, suspended over the village, was constructed in
the twelfth century, and was an earlier residence of the Archbishops of Mentz than
Ehrenfels. It had its burg-men, or joint defenders, who took their name from it, and
who dwelt n separate burgs f.'.-'Jn'.":';r-'r:'-"ic.'r;:;-',' bt I]ll.'_'l.' became _:.:]'.ld|l|:l?|_\.' extinet.

One of these possessions came through mheritance into the hands of the Counts

* Ruhe in German signifies rest or repose, and is not unfrequently the termination of names of places;
us for instance, Karls or Carli=ruhe, the Repose of Charles, &c,—Trans.

T It':'I-'t'-'-"l-"l‘||l-.'-llxl‘r-'. i ]I'lk:ifﬁif'ﬂl ]ll:'||rlli._::||:_; i the convent of Eberbach, was, as 1:;|.r|l1.' as the year
1182, acc '."l'd'-l'l:’I to a papal bull; the wine-warechouse (ecellarinm FHpEr FEpam fewr ) of the i;lllu'll.':, and the
Diraiserhof, elose a'l-l'i_l'.'-'ll.‘-ll r, was the |r':-'.ill'i--ll'.'l' of the convent between Elfeld and Erbach.

! St Beroard loved vallies, St. Benedict mountains, St. Francis villages, and St Ignatins renowned

cities.  The latter no dounbt thought he had made the hest choice, but his successors were the first who

sl flered in COnsCguence of it
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of Solms, and the ruins of the principal burg now belong to the Counts of Buascen.
til']fll. i ||l' 1"IIII!I.4|.:I|i-||L=- “t. H ]l'l;'.']n.]ill'_r, 13:|' A e |.|_' "-'|-||i4'|'| ;H |.1||| '”ll'-lli"-"-'ll. r|-|”“|r|l

I must :'IH'.I Jlil'l.i' |ll'1'l'| kL E'llll"_:, are 1o |-l:' SN On !hl' !Ii|L||||1-||'|-i|'||_ [|||- 1.|.'|||||;l.[-ul|,'|-|':-|_i

ll between Kiederich and IRauenthal, :|||'|--.|r]_-., mentioned in the 1|.-h:-ri|p]jrm aof

Schlangenbad.

The name Ringaw, Ringow, or Rlemgan, 18 certainly derived more naturally from
Rin, the Rhine, than from the vallies fawen) inclosed within the stone-ring hills #seein-
ring-halien) of the Taunus; though it is also called Rinegowe, Rinckean, and Rinck oo™
especially in documents. The Upper Rheingau ran from Sulzbach on the mountain-
road to the Maine (which is supposed to be the Obringa of Ptolemy); and the Under
or Lower Rheingau extended tormerly to Friedberg, and consequently included the
Kings-Hundred and the Nitachgow or Niedgau. To the present Rheingau alone
belongs the praise of still preserving the old name; which, however, from the power
of custom, or for the sake of euphony, the inhabitants have deprived of its hiatus,
and transformed into a neutert.

This delightful land may have still appeared more beautiful and attractive to
monks in the days when chivalry and monachism were in their bloom, when its
romantic burgs, no longer the abodes of violence and rapine (rauwb wnd fehdclosen
burgen ), and its hospitable convents kindly invited the weary traveller, who is now
refreshed in |rc'.'tm'-|'||[ country-seats.

The inhabitants of the Rheingau are kind, frank, hospitable, and, generally speak-

ing, endowed with a certain innate hilarity, which well becomes them. As the

a P s i 1 =
firng was in old times written Krink and Rink, s well as Rive. 1t mav be proper to observe, that
- R .
Rink and J'l.'.-.--;: are !:lr.-lzr'-u|||‘-e'|| |'I1.' (111417 l..|-|"'|:|-.|!'|~: in the snme manner as e and Mank are by the OIILITNGN
. "
PEapais af this Country; so that the word i3 the same to the car, l|||l||-,[|| not to the eye,— {ran.
i

g P T T b geal P . -, o
t The author means by hiatos the r in Rheingan folls wing the r in the masculine definite article der,

as der fiheingan. By making Rheingnu neuter, ivis das Khefnpan—Trans.

LANDESBIBLIOTHEK
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district was itself separated from the country adjacent by the Rhine and a trench,
its inhabitants were in like manner a separate people. They yet form, as it were, only
G 1:_||||i|.x_ 4_“«;:-:'-:'1;]”" the inhabitants of Riidesheim, who are almost all related to
each other®, and who seldom marry elsewhere. Persons when they meet greet cach
other with the words, “ Good time!” which in a bad time sounded doubly grats ful.

In former days, the festal peals of the baptized and conse crated May-bells sweetly
echoed through the pleasant hills and vallies of the Rheingau, from the setting in of
even to the dawn of morning, with the view of obtaining the blessing of Heaven on
the labours of man in that season of hope, when he commits the source of his future
subsistence to the bosom of the earth, and when, in the unsuspecting confidence of
FI;_I".'I.'l hu' :-.||[;|an-~-;--'. [Eu- COoOnLmuance or l|||;' fE:i;]urr |.|'1||:' hulih!_‘.' Hi.i]:ilHT!_‘ 1]1:[_\' II!L'E?I'I'"I]II
on the efficacy of his prayers. This nnging of bells has been prohibited here as well
a5 eleewhere, on account of the Jdisturbance which it occasioned h:w I|i'_fJ|I'_ but the
herb-wine retained its rights, and still continues to be as refreshing as Rhenish
nectar.

The most delichtful ||:-1"[r-|.'1,-' of the year i the Rheingan, and more Irﬁ]‘lit“tlf-l]'h‘.‘
in Riidesheim, are, that in which the vine puts forth its blossoms, when the whole
country 15 filled with the most delightful fragrance; and autumn, when grapes of
the very best quality invite to enjoyment. They are not trodden here, but beat; and
we therefore drink the must without hesitation or disgust.

The same wild hubbub and idle discharge of fire-arms which take place elsewhere,
are not to be heard in the Rheingau: but the men and women connected with the
1;i|.|.1*a1'1||liﬂi_1i|n||, 1'||-1'[[| Eilr'l WCESSI0TS 1\jT]| lllili'-il' :'|]]|i hi[k'_fhl’_f- A ﬁ'lll:tll‘. 15 elected "-'I'Jllll‘-
matron in the bacchanalian procession at the end of the vintage. There are houses

* The watermen of Ridesheim have from time immemorial been famed for-their knowledge of the

navigation of the Rhine, and at the spme time for their roughness and covetousness; talents which would

seem congenial with the violent element they belong to.
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and vineyards of considerable value belonging to various old and new proprietors,
especially in Geisenheim and Riidesheim. This district, with respect to mildness of
climate, iy |||-E:-|||11:n|-i_x pass for the most southern zone of l'u'r|'|||,|||_-..'. The road
from Geisenheim to Riidesheim is the most beautiful of the whole Rheingau; and a
W 4.1. '.'-H]IllH illl1| l'l]ll treass ;:ﬂl;lrr!-\ ;|_|=-u [l[;[l E|1'|]|_'[§|l:'|'|,|,l, -|'|:|_l]|', 'l.'¢||||'|| Wi B0 \-\.|'|1|1|[“
meet with in this wine-region, where, in general, more attention is paid to the culture
of the grape, than to that of fruit or ornamental trees. Viewed from an adjacent
height, this enchanting tract of country appears before us like a carpet -of delight,

:LiHh“}-' woven by the formative hand of Natuore,

|. I|-| ed brejitet das Lostthal -:-'|| A | l|_1 £l I.'!.'\-"\-l:'ll., ||_1 sehmicken
Goldne Saaten die Flor, goldoe Trauben die Hehen
Ort ist an Ore gereiht, hoer baute sich froh der Mensch an,

Wo die Erde so gern lohnt das leichte Bemiih'n.

A vaule ol pleasance spr ads beneath our feet;
The ;_.l,-_|: s sdorn’d with polden erain, the heiphts
With golden TS, 1I..|I.|.-\.::.:' to village joins;

I ul wlhiers :!,.l\.' 1_'.|I.':!I the |i__.'I|I|:|."L |..|| TOWaATds

With lavish hand, does man delight to build.

LANDESBIBLIOTHEK
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