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THE _RHINE,

LET S ER v XXXI

Bonn.

THERE is fomething in the four enfemble
of Bonn, which renders it peculiarly agreeable :
and were [ deftined to refide in any fpot along
the Rbine, which I have vifited, perhaps 1
fhould give this the preference. As you have
already feen how charmed I was with Clewes,
you may fufpet me of being an inconftant
lover, and changeable as the objets before
me. But this is not the cafe, It is one thing,
ro admire as a vifitor, and another to prefer as
a conftant companion, Cleves excels in richnefs,

wildnefs, and extent of profpeét: - It treats
the eye from diff

fferent points of view with num-
berlefs fcenes of the romantic kind : but Bonz
is more agreeably fituated for a perpetual re-
fidence. 1t is better adapted to the folitary
evening walk; or to little excurlions either on
horfe-back, or in a carriage; and much better
fupplied with agreeable fociety, if the general
report be true, To the north and weft of this
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THE RHINE 13

or Colegne. 1t is infinitely more gay than the
latter city. Heavens forgive my mundane ideas,
but I acknowledge that the fight of ladies and
gentlemen who fet off to advantage the beauties
of a fine perfon, by elegance of drefs, is far
more refrefhing to my Opticks, than it is to
behold fivarms of ecclefiafticks, and herds of
thofe Ourang Outangs of the true Catholic faith,

T i T I-— - e
gendicant L'riars.

The fuperior riches of this town are manifefted
before you enter it, by the appearance of
the Saints and Crucifixes, which it is ufual
in Roman Catholic countries to place by
the way-fide, and principally adjacent to the
gates of their cities; in order to feize every
opportunity to excite flagging devotion.—
Thefe we perceived were kept in neat re-
pair. Nay, fome of them were painted and
gilt with a degree of fplendour. Whereas
in every other place, through which we had
paffed, and particularly at Cologne, they all ap-
peared in a deep decline; fo that, if it were a
principle with thefe holy perfonages, that Cha-
rity begins at home, they would commence their
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14 THE RHINE,

bodies a new cloathing of paint, to pteferve
them from the inclemency of winter.

Documents are before me, by means of

which I could give you a complete hiftory of

Bonn, from its origin, through its troubles, to

its prefent .more profperous ftate, But as the

incidents which have befallen this city, are not

effentially different from thofe to which every

other city has been expofed, in turbulent times,

I fhall not detain you. It is faid, that the

original name was Zerona, but that it was af-

terwards called Bonmn, from the appellation

Caftra Bona, given by the fixth Roman Legion,

that was encamped here a confiderable time.

r "The town is fuppofed to contain twelve thoufand
’\ inhabitants ; the greater number of which are,
in one capacity or other, dependant upon the
court. The town itfelf has nothing very pleafing;
the ftreets are fmall; and the fortifications are
in a ruinous ftate; but the houfes in general
manifeft a defirable equality ; and, exclufive of
the Eleftoral palace, there are very few ftately
manfions to infult the dwellings of their neigh-
bours, on the one hand; nor are there on the
other, ftrong marks of extreme poverty among

the inhabitants in general.

The Univerfity begins to fourifh under the

aufpices of the prefent tor,  Diffatisfied
with
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with the wretched ftate of fcience at Cologre,
and with the conduct of the inhabitants, he
has declared that thofe ftudents who fhall diftin-
guifh themfelves by their affiduity and capaci-
ties, in the Univerfity of Bozn, fhall be pre-
ferred to vacant charges in Church or State,
while every ftudent in Law, Phyfic, or Divinity,
at the Univerfity of Cologre, thall be for ever
excluded from employment in every part of his
domains. This declaration was made in the
year 1789; and it will in all probability be the
total ruin of the Colognian Academy.

Another inflitution favourable to Science, is
a Literary Society, of which the Eleor is alfo
member. Their objet is, to purchafe differ-
ent literary Journals and other publications, and
to read differtations given in occafionally, by any
of their own body. They affemble in an apart-
ment at the Maifon de Ville. Their number
amounts to about one hundred.

The prefent EleGtor is much efteemed as 2
man of fenfe, moderation, and beneficence. e
thews pomp and parade as little as his elevated
ftation will permit. ~ Although a Bifhop, nay, an
Archbifbop, he has nothing of the Churchman,
and prefers the virtues which fpring up in a
liberal, well-cultivated mind, to the weeds
and nettles of an ecclefiaftical enclofure. I

3 need

LANDESBIBLIOTHEK

2w Baden-Wirttemberg
E



LANDESBIBLIOTHEK

16 THE RHINE

need not tell you, he is of the Auftrian houfe,

and brother to the prefent Emperor 1 _eapold . *
But to my journzl.

We arrived at our inn, The Imperial Court,
about three o’clock in the afternoon, and con-
fequently too late for a feat ar the public table.
But a good fubftitute was ferved up, with due
expedition, in our own apartment; and not
having any other to pay us the compliment,
we drank our own welcome to Benn, in a glafs
of choice Rhenifh wine. Af fter a thort repofe,
and taking our coffee z-12 Frar angeife, we enquired
for a guide, under whofe convoy we might
fafely reconnoitre the town. This, as I have
already hinted, has nothing very remark
:-.b‘-(-’. The Market-place is a {pacious irre-
gular fquare. The Town-houfe is a large
anc 1 a mey building, though in the high Go-
thic file. The other parts of the town furnifh
little for either praife or cenfure, to a man dif
pofed to either the one or the other.

We wandered till we came to the palace of
the Elettor, whichis a very large, extenfive,
and elegant building. The palace,

with the
ftables, offices,

&c. ftretch out to an amazing
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length. They form, in appearance, the largef®

n of the eaftern fide of the city, which is
]:-i'{:"';:‘a“-"-[f‘ to the river. The gardens belong-
ing to this Palace are open to the inhabitants
and the terrace before the grand Facade, is the
fathionable walk in fummer evenings. Thefe
are frequented by a larger number of the bean
monde of each fex, than the city, judging both
from its fize and appearance, could have been
fuppofed to contain. The gardens are ill-plan-
ned, nor is there much care confpicuous to keep
them in due order ; but the advantage of fitua-
tion renders them very pleafant. They command

a view towards the river, of the adjacent hills

mantled with vines; and are in full contempl:-

1

tion of thofe lofty mountains, which,

xm tae

appearance of their peaks at a certain diftance,
have 'ILC]LHJLd the name of Seven-bergen, i. c.
Seven-hills; and the eye is alfo able to pene-
trate a confiderable extent up the channel of the
river towards Coblentz, through the range of
lofty hills already mentioned,

From the right wing of the Palace, fideways,
is a lovely walk, fhaded with lime-trees, which
leads from this R.Hs i Urbe, to another {eat be-
longing to the Eleftor; at a diftance of a mile
from the town, and conf;quentl)r ftill more
rural. ‘This alfo ferves as an elegant promenade-
for the polite world. Psc:yond this country feat
You. 11, C _ exhi-
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exhibits itfelf to view the village of Poppeldorff,

i. e. People-village, fituate at the foot of a
hill, on the fummit of which is the Monaftery of

Cruizberg, fo called from its alleys being fhaped
in the form of croffes. The Monaftery is
placed in fuch a conneétion, as at once to enjoy
and afford a pleafing profpe&. Beyond Cruiz-
berg, ftill more towards the fouth, is the hill
diftinguifhed by the name of Godefberg, God’s-
hill. ~ Some afcribe the appellation to a temple
of the God Mercury, that was formerly placed
upon it;—others, to the healing virtues of
the mineral {prings, which were formerly in
fome repute, and are again recovering their

\ reputation. :

JJ I am fo captivated with rural fcenes, bub-
bling fountains, fhady walks, and extenfive
profpects, that I have not the leaft inclination
to ftep into this palace with you, or conduct
you to the apartment, where the ftate bed,
covered with a profufion of gold, referves dig-
nified repofe for Kings and Princes 5 or to the
Grande Salle deftined for the Grand Miftrefs
of the Teutonic Order; or to the Ele&oral
Library ; or the Room deftined to Experimental
Philofophy ; or the Theatre, to which, notwith-
ftanding it is a part of the Palace, the public
have free accefs. For although thefe are wor-
thy of the poffeffor, and do honour to the pre-
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fent EleCtor, who has confiderably improved
the {cientific department, yet the moft minute
defcription would not convey to you one jot of
interefting ir.formation.

Therefore you had better accompany us in
our ramble.

Allured by the beauty of the fcenes, we de-
termined to walk towards the country-feat;
within our view : But the attendant not being
able to accompany us fo far; configned us over
to a young lad; who became his vice-gerent valet
de place. The change did not appear to our
advantageé, and rather touched our pride. The
new attendant was without ftockings or fhoes,
and his tattered coat feemed to threaten leaving
him in a tattered wailtcoat. However, as we
wanted nothing more than to be re-conduéted
to our inn, in cafe of aderrations, we took him
into our fervice. Notwithftanding the poverty
of his appearance, his countenance was open,
contented, and cheary, He anfwered all our
queftions with vivacity and fmartnefs ; employ-
ing the intermediate time in -picking up of
ftones, and jirking them before him. Upon

enquiring who and what he was, he faid, that

“ he was the only fon of a widow, and the was
very poor; fubfilting in part by fpianing, in
Ca2 pate
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part by donations from the parifh, and in part
by myfelf.” This thought moft certainly gave
energy to his arm, for we obferved that he
jirked a ftone juft as he was uttering it, much
farther than any of the preceding.

But what are your means of fubfifting 2

<« Partly by fpinning,” faid he, ‘¢ partly by
going of errands, and attending fuch gentlemen
as you, and partly by begging.”

Mendicity never appeared fo reputable in my
eyes; and from that moment I have found my
refolutions ftrengthened, never to fpeak harfhly
or reproachfully, to the moft common beggar,
if I thould neither have the means or the difpo-
fition to relieve him.

Is this fo poor a place ?

¢« Poor enough, God knows! we are all
ftarving, excepting the great folks,” anfwered
he, with as broad a fmile as his jolly cheeks
would permit, and {pringing over a ditch with
the moft carelefs indifference as he fpoke.

With one queftion he was puzzled. Per-
ceiving feveral ruins on the top and fides of the
Sevenbergen, that were fome few miles before
us, my companion enquired what they were or
had been ?

“They are old flone walls,” anfwered he ;
¢ what they are good for, I know not,” throwing
' a ftone
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a ftone towards them, as if refolved to demo-
lith them at a blow.
‘This anfwer by no means fatisfied us, and a

3 it, mug wifer inhabitant advancing, informed us, that
[ the town of Boun had formerly extended fo far,
as to be under the immediate protection of thofe
fortrefles. But in the Swedifh wars, the city
was nearly demolithed by a vitorious enemy,
and reduced to its prefent diminutive fize,

The country feat of the Elettor is a neat
elegant building, but it has nothing externally
to demand a particular defcription ; and inzer-

nally, it is rendered invifible by the prefence
of the Elector’s fifter, Regentefs of the Auftrian
Netherlands ; to whom it is an afylum during
the civil commotions of that diftracted country.

£ are ail
anfivered Pafling by this manfion, we walked through
v cheds the village of Poppeldorff;. and afcended the
._\ LICUR

hill on which the Monaftery of Cruizberg is
fituated. The view from its fummit as well as
from Godefberg, already mentioned, to which
it is contiguous, is very extenfive and fublime.
On the eaft and north-eaft, it is femicircled by
a hanging wood that projeéts towards the bed
of the Rhine. It faces Sevenberg, which 1s
on the oppofite fide of the river, with apparent
humility, as if unworthy to be called a moun-
C3 tain.
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tain.  But in the dire@&ion of Bonn, it is much
more bold, affumes a majeftic appearance,
commands a full view of the city, and extends
the profpect to an immenfe diftance in the di-
rection of Brubl and Cologne.

Thus you {fee, my friend, with what addrefs
thefe pious fons of the holy Church, reconcile
contradiétions ! While they renounce the world,
they have found means to inherit the earth,
Their retiremieht to this delightful fpot, they
fer down to the Lord, on the {core of felf-denial,
and manifeft their attachment to the Crofs, by
planting their lovely fhady walks in that parti-
cular form. '

pa. ”} Upon our retyrn, as we approached the city,
3 we difmifled cur incipient Cicerone, by giving
him a piece of money, in value about eighit=
pence. It was highly entertaining to fee his
emotions upon the unexpeéted pofieflion of fo
large a treafure, He looked at 7#, then at »s5,—
firft with an aftonithment, which prevented him
from thanking us ;—then with a fimile t}

more. expreffive than words 1—

!—he turned it—
looked at it again —once more grinned a thank{-

giving,—bid adieu with a nod of his head, and
fan towards the town with the utmoft fwiftnefs, —
ftopt thort on a fudden, to look back upon us,

1at was

3 with
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with another filent God blefs you,—and then
flew out of fight.

When we returned to the Market-place, our
fpark faw us at a diftance, and immediately held
up towards us, in the attitude of a prieft at the
altar, a little leaden Virgin Mary, to the pur-
chafe of which he might have devoted about
two-pence of his cath,  Perhaps it being
market-day, he had feized the opportunity of
manifefting his devotion and gratitude.—Per-
haps it was to repair fome lofs which his mother
might have fuftained by breaking one of earth,
and this pious youth was refolved to furprife her
with a penate of a lefs fragile, and more pliable
fubftance,

Since our vifit to Bonn, the fpring at Godefberg
has been rifing confiderably in renown. The
Elector has employed phyficians to analyfe the
waters, and they are found to be in no refpeét
inferior to thofe of Schwalbach, or Spa, In the
courfe of the laft year, large quantities have
been exported to foreign countries. Encouraged
by thefe circumftances, the Elector is making
the moft vigorous efforts to render the fpot po-
pular, He has granted an exclufive right to a
fociety of gentlemen, to build an affembly-room,
and alfo a room for the purpofes of gaming,
C4 without
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he 1s well affured, that few

s of diftinétion will frequent the place.

| number of lodging houfes are to be

are attually building, without

lefkrg, on ground contiguous

entitled the New Fauxball. Fach

of thefe dwellings are to enjoy the fame prof-
1s the Rhbine
public road. A vifto, about two hundred paces

1 o
the Sevenbergen, and the

in length, is to conduét to the fprings, which

have the name of Draifch Bruannen. To animate

Tnrepren the ground is given oratis, and
2 g E

the houfes will be exempt from every tax., The
buildings are to be divided into two clafits,
that the gentry and perfons in more private
ftations, may each be fuitably accommodated,
The man who fhall have finithed and furnifhed
the firft houfe, in a manner proper for the re-
ception of ftrangers, is to receive a premium
of fifteen hundred florins, about 140!, N

ine
hundred are promifed for the fecond, and fix

hundred for the third. The houfes may be
built either of brick, wood, or ftone, as the
adventurer pleafes, but according to a deter-
minate {ize and form. No alteration may be
al'bi:rarily made in the Facade ; but if any per-
fon prefers a plan of his own, he may {ubmit it te
the in fpection of the Super; ntendant-general ; and

if
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if approved, build according to it.—Could the
multitudinous buildings about your metropolis
have been fubje&ed to fimilar regulations, what
a paradife might have been formed! No of-
fenfive trade or buildings that could be deemed
a nuifance will be allowed.

As I delight to fee private intereft, and pub-
lic benefit united, I cannot fupprefs a with, that

‘in this undertaking the EleCtor may have an

advantage over Apollo himfelf, and that we may
hereafter be entitled to exclaim,

Sic prolunt Dominey que prolunt omnibus artes !

LETTER
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	Illustration: View of Bonn & the Seven Mountains ascending the Rhine
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